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Arts and culture are important components of any national identity. 
Syrian communities abroad keep alive this vital link to their 
beleaguered homeland through several cultural activities.

Organised by Rethink Rebuild Society, 'Celebrating Syria' festival 
brings together Syrian artists, writers, filmmakers and performers, 
from around the world, and helps them share their rich and varied 
culture with the people of Manchester and beyond.

Manchester is home to a large Syrian community who arrived here 
before and after the conflict. Celebrating Syria draws them together 
to share the art and culture of their homeland with the wider 
community in Manchester, adding to the diversity of this great 
multicultural city.

Celebrating Syria Festival is also about the narrative. We as Syrians 
wish to change the narrative about Syria from one characterised by 
violence, pain and suffering, into one where Syria’s remarkable 
contribution to human civilisation is recognised and celebrated.

For bookings, regular updates and more details about the artists 
visit our website: www.celebratingsyria.org and follow us on 
Twitter: @syriafestival and on Facebook: facebook.com/syriafestival
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We are delighted to continue this association with the city, and 
build on the success of the previous two festivals. This year’s 
festival will include an artwork exhibition, concerts, storytelling, film 
screenings, interactive arts workshops, talks, books, traditional 
handicrafts and food, with events for people of all ages.

The theme of this year’s festival will be Mosaic, reflecting the 
richness and diversity of Syrian heritage and culture. Events will 
take place in various accessible venues in Manchester and are 
either free or at affordable prices.
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Festival Timetable
Date Time Event Category Venue Tickets 

Pay As you Can *

2 - 9 November     12:00 - 18:00 To See or Not to See: 
That is the Question 
Ignorance is Bliss

Exhibition NIAMOS Free

Saturday 2 
November

14:30 - 16:00 The Mindfulness of Mosaic Workshop Rethink Rebuild £5 /£3 / £1  

19:00 - 20:30 (Festival Launch)
Syrian Traditional Music Talk

International Anthony 
Burgess Foundation

Free

21:00 - 22:30 Aleppo-Brest, in Manchester
Fawaz Baker Ensemble

Music £15 / £7 / £1  

Sunday 3 
November

12:30 - 14:00 In Your Own Image: Play 
with Clay

Workshop CIWA £8 /£5 / £1 

14:30 - 16:00 Urbanism as Culture: What Does 
Destruction and Reconstruction 
Mean in the Syrian Context?

Workshop Rethink Rebuild Free

16:30 - 18:00 Maps for Syria Workshop Rethink Rebuild Free

18:00 - 19:00 ' To See or Not to See'
Exhibtion Tour with Saad Hajo

Tour NIAMOS Free

Monday 4 
November

19:00 - 21:30 Still Recording (with Q&A 
on Skype)

NIAMOS £8 /£5 / £1 

12:30 - 14:00 Syrian Mezze: A Platter 
for Many

Workshop Rethink Rebuild £8 /£5 / £1 

18:30 - 19:30 What is it Like to be a Cartoonist 
from the Middle East? 

Talk Manchester 
Central Library

Free

Tuesday 5 
November

12:30 - 13:30 ' To See or Not to See'
Exhibtion Tour with Saad Hajo

Tour NIAMOS Free

Wednesday 6 
November

18:10 - 20:30 The Day I Lost My Shadow 
(with Q&A)

Film HOME £5 / £3**

12:30 - 14:00 The Art of Arabic Calligraphy Workshop Longsight Library £5 /£3 / £1 

19:30 - 21:00 Syrian Music Revealed
London Syrian Ensemble

Performance 

Music HOME £12 / £8**

12:30 - 14:00 Armenian Infusion: 
Aleppo Cuisine

Workshop Rethink Rebuild £8 /£5 / £1 Thursday 7 
November

19:30 - 21:00 Sarmada NIAMOS £15 / £7 / £1 

12:30 - 14:00 Piece by Piece: 
Syrian Mosaic Art

CIWAFriday 8 
November

18:00 - 19:00 Step by Step:
Dabke is THE Dance

Workshop Hallé at St Michael’s

19:30 - 22:00 Bi Hevra! Kurdish Night Entertainment Hallé at St Michael’s

Saturday 9 
November

12:00 - 17:00 Souk Al-Hamidiyah:
Pistachio Booza and More

Entertainment  Birch Community 
Centre

*The highest price is intended for high waged, the middle for medium waged and the 
lowest for low waged or unwaged. Events marked with** are priced by the venues.
Asylum seekers can attend all events for free.
Tickets can be purchased at: www.celebratingsyria.org

Film

International Anthony 
Burgess Foundation

£5 /£3 / £1 

£8 /£5 / £1 

£8 /£5 / £1 

£8 /£5 / £1 Workshop
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MUSIC

Aleppo-Brest, in Manchester:

A truly unique evening and the perfect 
opening to our festival. Fawaz Baker 
Ensemble promises to take you to a 
special place as they perform 
Arabic, Syriac, Armenian, Turkish 
and Kurdish tunes that have been 
passed down from one generation to 
the next. 
Saturday 2 November, 9pm
International Anthony Burgess Foundation

Syrian Music Revealed
The London Syrian Ensemble is a 
collective of some of the Damascus 
Conservatoire’s finest musicians, now 
based in the UK. They were so great in 
the 2017 Celebrating Syria Festival, we 
are having them back to perform some 
classical and some new music with a 
huge emotional range and depth.
Wednesday 6 November, 7.30pm
HOME

What is it Like to be a Cartoonist 
from the Middle East?
A rare encounter with eminent Syrian 
cartoonist Saad Hajo as he shares twenty 
years’ worth of experience and lessons 
learnt on handling different forms of 
censorship in the Arab World. This event 
is in partnership with Ahmed Iqbal Ullah 
Race Relations Resource Centre.
Monday 4 November, 6.30pm Manchester 
Central Library

Syrian Traditional Music
Hassan Abbas seeks to shed light on 
the abundance of the intangible 
cultural heritage displayed through 
different forms of Syrian traditional 
music. He explores the cultural 
influences throughout Syrian history 
that made this art form what is known 
to us today. Abbas will complement 
his talk with beautifully recorded 
samples of the various music styles 
which he discusses. 
Saturday 2 November, 7pm
International Anthony Burgess Foundation

TALKS



5

FILMS PERFORMANCE

Sarmada
Join Alia Alzougbi in this charming 
evening of original storytelling and 
music performance where fantasy, 
potions and soothsayers bring a dark 
contemporary version of The Arabian 
Nights. This is a tale of three women 
who push the boundaries of defiance 
to make sense of their existence.
Thursday 7 November, 7.30pm
NIAMOS

Still Recording 
In Eastern Ghouta in Syria, Saeed is 
teaching young people the rules of 
filmmaking, amidst reality that is far 
too harsh to respect any rule. His 
friend Milad leaves Damascus and 
joins him in besieged Douma where 
they set up a local radio station and a 
recording studio. They hold the 
camera to film everything until one 
day the camera films them. (cert 16+) 
Sunday 3 November, 7pm
NIAMOS 

The Day I Lost My Shadow
Syria, 2012. During the coldest winter 
the country has witnessed, all Sana 
dreams of is cooking gas to prepare 
a meal for her son. She takes a day 
off from her job to search for a gas 
cylinder. She suddenly finds herself 
stuck in a besieged area and then 
she discovers that people lose their 
shadows during the war. (cert 15+) 
Tuesday 5 November, 6.10pm
HOME

An exhibition by Saad Hajo about 
revolution, dignity and freedom. It is a 
cry against violence and oppression, 
and against the world’s indifference.
Exhibition: 2 - 9 November
Exhibition Tour: Sunday 3 November, 6pm  
Exhibition Tour: Tuesday 5 November, 12.30pm
NIAMOS 

EXHIBITION

Question.. Ignorance is Bliss
To See or Not to See: That is the 
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The Mindfulness of Mosaic
Bring your curiosity and playfulness, 
open your heart to what comes up and 
accept what is, using Mosaic Boards to 
facilitate presence of mind and 
exploration of the senses.
Saturday 2 November, 2.30pm
Rethink Rebuild Society

WORKSHOPS

In Your Own Image: Play with Clay
Get your hands dirty and join Manya 
Alkhmri to make a 3D self-portrait and 
other sculptures from clay.
Sunday 3 November, 12.30pm
CIWA

Urbanism as Culture: What 
Does Destruction  &  Reconstruction 
Mean in the Syrian Context?
This event explores the multi-dimensional 
nature of Syria’s built environment from a 
community perspective, and attempts to 
reframe the urban sphere as a cultural 
phenomenon. 
Sunday 3 November, 2.30pm
Rethink Rebuild Society

Syrian Mezze: A Platter for Many
It doesn’t matter if you dip your flatbread 
in hummus or use it to scoop, at 
this hands-on workshop you will learn 
how to make a platter of mixed mezze so 
you can impress your guests! 
Monday 4 November, 12.30pm
Rethink Rebuild Society

The Art of Arabic Calligraphy 
Just grab the qalam (reed pen), dip it in 
the inkwell and follow the provided 
illustrated samples. You might even have 
your name written in beautiful Arabic 
letters by Abdullah (if you ask nicely!).
Wednesday 6 November, 12.30pm
Longsight Library

Maps for Syria: How Can We Use 
Open-source Maps to Save Property 
Rights?
Do you want to see the house you left 
behind in Syria and to document your 
right to it? This mapathon is a safe and 
creative space where we get to know each 
other and share our stories and 
experiences.
Sunday 3 November, 4.30pm
Rethink Rebuild Society

Armenian Infusion: Aleppo Cuisine 
This is a rare opportunity to taste the 
impact of history on gastronomy, and to 
make two Armenian-Aleppine dishes 
following a recipe that can only be found in 
Aleppo.
Thursday 7 November, 12.30pm
Rethink Rebuild Society

Piece by Piece: Syrian Mosaic Art
Join Khalda Alkhmri to make your own unique 
artwork, piece by piece, choosing a subject you 
like, using a wide range of materials.
Friday 8 November, 12.30pm
CIWA

Step by Step: Dabke is THE Dance
Step forward and find your feet in this hour 
of fun and excitement. Think Zorba the 
Greek! (and vote, with your feet, for the 
Syrian Dabke!)
Friday 8 November, 6pm
Hallé at St Michael’s
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Souk Al-Hamidiyah: Pistachio 
Booza and More
Join us for the perfect finish of our 
third Celebrating Syria Festival.  Drop 
in and enjoy this lively afternoon of 
Syrian tradition and culture. 
Children and families are welcome!
Saturday 9 November, 12-5pm
Birch Community centre

A selection of informative and 
interesting books written about 
Syria by eminent Syrian and non-
Syrian authors will be on sale at a 
discounted price throughout the 
festival alongside a selection of 
handmade traditional handicrafts. 
Your Christmas Gifts are Sorted!

FESTIVAL SHOP

FESTIVAL VENUES

Birch Community Centre 
Brighton Grove, M14 5JT

Longsight Library
519 Stockport Rd, M12 4NE

Rethink Rebuild Society
Unit 7 Longsight Business Park,
Hamilton Rd, M13 0PD

Bi Hevra! Kurdish Night
Bi hevra is the Kurdish word for 
‘together’. So let’s get together 
and immerse ourselves in the 
Kurdish culture, and enjoy 
Kurdish music, dance, art and 
food! This night is unlike any 
other. In partnership with Kurds 
House - Mala Kurdî,
Friday 8 November, 7.30-10pm
Hallé at St Michael’s

ENTERTAINMENT

CIWA
St Peter's House, Oxford Rd, M13 9GH

Hallé at St Michael’s
36-38 George Leigh St, M4 5DG

HOME
2 Tony Wilson Place, M15 4FN

International Anthony Burgess 
Foundation
3 Cambridge St, M1 5BY

NIAMOS
Warwick St, M15 5EU

Manchester Central Library
(Performance space)
St Peter's Square,  M2 5PD



Rethink Rebuild Society is a Manchester-based charity that 
works towards improving the lives of refugees, asylum 
seekers, and immigrants in the UK, in particular but not 
exclusively Syrians, helping them become positively 
established within British society.
For more information, please visit:  www.rrsoc.org

We are committed to making Celebrating Syria Festival 
accessible to all. For each ticketed event (except the two 
sold by HOME box office) three different prices are available, 
following the ‘solidarity economy’ approach.

The highest price is intended for high waged, the middle 
price for medium waged and the lowest price (always £1) 
for low waged or unwaged. As usual, asylum seekers can 
attend all events for free.

This means you can choose the price that works for you. By 
choosing a higher price, if you can afford it, you are 
supporting the festival and enabling lower earners to attend 
festival events. 

We base our ticketing structure on trust, so no evidence of 
income is required!

‘Pay As You Can’ Scheme
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